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5th October, 2015 

 

Dear Parents & Guardians 

 

Consultation on Changes to the Admissions Policy for September 2017 

 

We are writing to explain an important proposed change to Old Swinford Hospital’s 

Admissions Policy for September 2017. 

 

Changes to school admissions are guided by the School Admissions Code (‘the Code’). 

The change we are proposing relates to the reintroduction of day pupils to OSH from 

September 2017.  Prior to 1999 some local pupils had come here as day boys.  However, the 

policy was amended at that time, and since then OSH has not admitted day pupils in years  

7 - 11.  Consequently day pupils are, according to the Code, a ‘new’ type of pupil for this 

School.  The Code makes clear that such a change requires us to consult with our 

stakeholders for a minimum period of six weeks before making any decision.  Our 

consultation period will begin on Monday 5th October and we will be listening to parents, 

pupils, staff and members of the wider community during this time. This letter marks the 

beginning of our consultation process. 

 

You will find a copy of our proposed 2017 Policy on our website (oshsch.com) in the ‘News’ 

section together with a copy of this letter and a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ document.  

 

The proposal is for a limited number of day pupils to come into the school for Year 7 in 2017. 

By 2021 there would then be a small number of day pupils in each year group from Year 7 to 

Year 11.  As OSH is a single sex boy’s school these pupils would all be boys. 

 

There are two reasons for this proposal. 

 

Firstly, although OSH is and intends to remain predominantly a boy’s boarding school; it is 

also a Stourbridge School.  It was established by Thomas Foley in 1667 to meet the needs of 

children from the local parishes.  Currently, a good number of children from the local 

parishes choose to go to school outside of Stourbridge. Their primary schools are in favour 

of them having a more local school to attend. 

 

Secondly, OSH needs to expand its number of pupils on roll in a measured way.  State 

schools in the UK are currently anticipating hefty funding cuts against a backdrop of rising 

costs.  Small schools like OSH are particularly vulnerable to these conditions as we sustain 

our broad curriculum, but not through any economies of scale. It is expected that there will 

be a trend over this parliament where many schools deliberately expand beyond capacity or 

reduce the number of hours contact time in the classroom.  This is certainly not our plan. 

Nevertheless, teaching and learning are funded by the UK taxpayer and by managing a small 



increase in pupil numbers we are confident that we will be able to sustain and improve on 

our current and strong provision in the classroom. 

 

The success of our School community lies in our ability to capitalise on the strengths of 

boarding.  It meets the varying needs of modern families whilst giving children a myriad of 

opportunities to learn how to live.  However, we feel that we have the strength, ethos and 

history to enable day pupils to come back to OSH.  To bring different character and make a 

valued contribution to our School and, by doing so, to enrich it further. The benefits to OSH 

of closer ties with the local community in Stourbridge are themselves numerous and exciting.  

 

Please take the time to familiarise yourselves with the information about the consultation on 

our website.  If you have any queries or comments to make regarding our proposal to 

reintroduce day pupils then please write or send an email to the Clerk to the Governors,  

Mrs B Hirons, by 20th November 2015. She can be contacted at the School’s address or by 

email on bhirons@oshsch.com  

 

Yours sincerely 

    

Paul Kilbride     Malcolm Wilcox  

Headmaster     Chairman of the Governing Body 


