
Interact Charity Football Match 

Thank you to everyone who supported the

OSH Staff v Leavers Interact Charity Football

Match.  All money raised from entrance fees,

BBQ & tuck shop will go towards purchasing a

‘cold cot’ for Birmingham City Hospital to

enable parents of still-born babies the time

and space to grieve.

The hard-fought match kept the crowd

enthralled, with OSH staff finally winning 4-3.

Mr Paul Kilbride, Headmaster said “it was an

electric atmosphere, a bit like a cup final.  The

traffic on Hagley Road was brought to a

standstill by the quality of football taking place.“

Talented Students Receive Offers
to Study Music

Five talented OSH musicians have been offered

places at top institutions to further their musical

ambitions.

Matt Eden has accepted a place at the Royal

Northern College of Music to study BMus

(Honours) within the School of Composition. 

Cellist Harry Broom has been awarded a 50%

scholarship at the Birmingham Conservatoire to

also study BMus (Honours).

William Peart will be joining Gloucester

Cathedral as an Organ Scholar for one year.  He

would like to pursue a career in church music

and will be applying to university next year.

Following their gap year, Will Croft has received

an offer from St Hugh’s Oxford to read Music

and Chloe Baker will study violin at the Royal

Welsh College of Music and Drama.

Director of Music Tony Bridgewater said, “We

are delighted by the amazingly high standard

our Sixth Form students have achieved through

their hard work and dedication in performance,

composition and academic study. Each one has

made a unique contribution to music at OSH,

and has enabled us to set and maintain a very

high level of achievement, both in our A level

results and in our many ensembles and choirs.”

New OSH Website Launched
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L-R:  Current OSH students Harry Broom, Matt Eden

and William Peart.  

Commenting on the new OSH website, Headmaster Paul Kilbride said “Our new website has been very well received by

pupils and parents. Members of the wider public have also commented on its visual appeal and dynamism. Of great

satisfaction to me personally, is the improved functionality of the school website. We are now looking forward to Frog, our

virtual learning environment, becoming equally accessible through mobile devices.”
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Students will never forget..

A small group from OSH joined The

Holocaust Education Trust on a visit to the

Nazi concentration camps at Auschwitz-

Birkenau.  

Jack Phillips, who was joined by Bud Crooks

and Potter Matron Julia Brockway said “The

Lessons from Auschwitz day, organised by

the Trust, was astonishing, thought

provoking, enlightening and incredibly

emotional.  It is something we will never

forget.”

Deepika Elected as Deputy
Member of Youth Parliament

Congratulations to Deepika Khali who has

just been elected as a Deputy Member for

Dudley in the UK Youth Parliament

elections.  

Deepika, aged 17 from Dudley, is currently

studying Biology, Chemistry, Maths and

Further Maths A Levels at OSH and is

hoping to pursue a career in medicine. 

During the Easter holidays, she will be

attending a residential course to learn all

about her new responsibilities and how

best to represent young people in her

constituency.

Instrumentalists’ Competition

The annual Instrumentalists’ Competition

was held in the Great Hall on Thursday

19th March, and this year was adjudicated

by a distinguished former member of staff,

Kevin Robson, who is now the Director of

Music at Edgbaston High School for Girls.

The entrants, all members of the A2 music

group, were amongst the most experienced

musicians in the school, and the event

gives them a final trial run of their recitals

and an opportunity to have constructive

feedback from an expert musician. The

winner this year was William Peart, who is

both a singer and organist. William gave

his successful recital performing songs by

English composers, accompanied by

Musician in Residence Dr Caine.

National Theatre’s Festival of
Plays

OSH has been selected to take part in the

National Theatre’s Connections festival of

new plays especially written for young

people. Following a performance at School,

the play will transfer to Warwick Arts

Theatre for a performance on either 2nd or

3rd May.

Around 230 youth theatres and schools will

be taking part, from which 10 groups will be

selected to appear at the National Theatre’s

closing festival in July.

OSH has chosen to perform ‘Remote’ by

Stef Smith.  The play is about protest, power

and protecting yourself.  

Head of Drama at OSH said, “To be part of

such a prestigious festival is a fantastic

opportunity.  Students will gain valuable

experience of professional theatre-making

through creating their own marketing

campaign, designing sets and costumes,

operating lighting and stage management,

as well as putting in the best performances

of their lives.”

World Book Day

OSH celebrated World Book Day with separate readings of the ‘The Secret Life of Walter

Mitty’ by James Thurber. 

The fun short story was divided into three sections, with the Headmaster reading the first

part in School Assembly and parts two and three read at the beginning of lessons during

the morning.

The day also marks the start of the OSH Readathon for Years 7, 8 and 9 which runs for three

weeks leading up to the Easter Holidays.

Both World Book Day and the OSH Readathon aim to inspire and encourage students

about the pleasure of reading all year round.



Sea Cadet Aiming for the Skies!

Congratulations to Jamie Nash, a Year 11

boarder, who finished in the top six of a

Bronze Wings training course.  He will now

go straight through to the Gold Wings

Course.

Jamie is 1st class cadet in the Kings Norton

Sea Cadets, as well as a member of the

OSH CCF and has set his sights on

becoming a Naval Pilot with the Royal

Navy.  At already 6’4”, Jamie is too tall for

the RAF, but luckily there is no height

restriction to fly helicopters and cargo

planes in the Navy.  

Dudley Hits the Right Notes in
Inter-House Music

Competition was stiff for the Inter-House

Music Trophy in March.  Judges Iain Estell

(Head of Arts, King Edward VI College) and

Andrew Biggs (Head of Music, Summerhill

School) awarded 1st prize to Dudley, 2nd

Foster and 3rd Witley. 

“Man of the match” prizes were awarded to

Liam Lorentz (Baxter), Matt Eden and

Jerome Sanghera (Dudley), James Payne

(Potter), William Peart (Foster), Hayes

Cheung (Foley), Nic Holmes (Witley) and

Elliot Baker (Maybury).

Chamber Concert

The Chamber Music Concert in March was a

great opportunity for A Level students to try

out items for their final recitals.  Charlotte

Bradley gave a really engaging performance

of ‘Stars and the Moon’ by Jason Robert

Brown, building on her excellent work in the

Margaret Fingerhut/Anthony Flaum

workshops, whilst Matthew Eden particularly

impressed by playing a very exciting and

memorable Trombone Sonata that he had

composed. There was a first performance by

the newly formed Brass Ensemble of

Wagner’s ‘Lohengrin’ overture, directed by

Mr Ashworth, while Dr Caine, in addition to

accompanying all the solo items, directed

and played the piano for two new student

trios, performing Haydn and Beethoven.

Margaret Fingerhut

On Thursday 26th February, we were

delighted to welcome back Celebrity

Concert Pianist, Margaret Fingerhut.  This

year, she gave a recital with the renowned

Tenor, Anthony Flaum, a singer who has

performed for English National Opera.  The

recital was well received by a packed

audience.  The programme ranged from

songs by Schubert and Rachmaninov to

Puccini’s “Nessun Dorma” and highlights

from “Les Misérables”.  

The following day, 17 vocal and piano

students took part in workshops with the

professional musicians, gaining valuable

advice on how to improve their

performances.

Royal Garden Party Invite

Anna Downes, Head of Instrumental Studies

has been invited to attend the Queen’s

Garden Party at Buckingham Palace in May

in recognition of her ‘outstanding

contribution to music in the community’.

This is turning out to be an exciting year for

Anna, as she has also just been appointed

Director of Music at Old Swinford Hospital

from September 2015, following the

retirement of Tony Bridgewater.

Author Visit Inspires Writing
Competition

Following an inspiring and informative

workshop session with writer Dave Smith,

the English Department launched a creative

writing competition for Year 8.

Pupils were asked to write a 500-700 word

story based on ‘friendship’ and Headmaster

Mr Paul Kilbride judged the competition.

Congratulations to: Elliott Tidman, Joseph

Bowers, Alex Ramsarran, Prosper Madzima,

Terry Clement, Charles Kriss, James Payne,

Jack Gillies and Joaquin Saenz.

Live Lounge 2015

Once again, we are very grateful to Mr John

Westwood, our guitar teacher, who

co-ordinated this dynamic event.  Five

bands entertained us with a range of

popular music styles.  Industry experts

judged the performances, awarding Ben

Turner from Yr 11 the “Best Individual

Performer” award and Nic Holmes and Ryan

So received the “Best Band prize”.  

Andrew Biggs (Judge); Matt Eden; Jerome Sanghera;
Blake Lewis; Ian Estelle (Judge).

Live Lounge Winners Ryan So and Nic Holmes



1st VII Win Marches 7s Bowl

OSH 1st VII Won the Marches 7s 2015 Bowl

with a strong performance against a talented

Malvern College side in the final winning

14-5. 

The team played with great spirit, skill,

teamwork and determination all day, beating

Gower College, Shrewsbury School and

defeating local rivals Solihull comprehensively

28-0. OSH was also unlucky not to beat

Worth School who made the Cup Final

against Millfield, narrowly losing 7-5 in the

group stages.

Cross-Country

The senior team have had a pleasing season

with the As coming 3rd in the league, while

the Bs went one better and were runners-

up.  Dominic Bill was the leading individual

runner until a knee injury struck him down

during the Christmas holidays, a most

unwanted seasonal gift! Joshua Timmins

was left to fly the lone OSH flag amongst

the elite runners in the competition.  Both

Josh and the rapidly improving Ashleigh

Bentley were selected for the Worcestershire

team.  It seems like an age ago when we

won the Queen Mary's relay back in

November but what a win! Beth and

Hannah Sharkey have a good chance of

awards in the Girls’ competition.  At this

time of writing, the calculators are still

clicking as there is still one race to go! 

OSH Women’s Cricket Team Win
the League

Congratulations to the first OSH Women’s

Cricket team who have just won the

Worcestershire Women’s Indoor Cricket League.

The team consistently outplayed the more

experienced club opposition with some

fantastic bowling and batting performances,

winning the league by a comfortable margin,

only losing one game in the process.

The squad members were:  Abigail Houghton

(Captain), Jessica Roberts, Jennifer Law, Deepika

Khali, Sammi Cooper, Olivia Perks and Humera

Sajid.

Basketball on Top Form

The dying embers of the season are just

about glowing and all four OSH teams

have enjoyed some success. The Seniors

have a 70% win rate and with just a couple

of matches to go, their joint sponsors (KFC

and McDonalds) have been delighted with

their style and flair!  The U16s also won

seven out of their ten league fixtures and

then went on to win the local plate

competition. The U14s were the league

champions with a 100% win rate and the

U13s are also on track to the top of the

league, with both the A & B teams coming

fourth in the recent Hagley tournament. 

Students Picked for Philippine
Volcanoes

Sean Riley and Chris Orr made their début

for the Philippines’ national rugby U16

youth team at the KL Saracens International

Rugby 10s in Kuala Lumpur in March.

Sean and Chris were among 2,000 players

who took part in the competition and both

played six matches, winning the Shield

Final.

What a fantastic achievement for two boys

who hadn’t played rugby before they

joined OSH and are now playing for their

School and Country.

L-R:  Joshua Timmins and Ashleigh Bentley.

L-R:  Sean Riley and Chris Orr.

Maybury House winners.

Inter-House Junior 7s

Inter-House Senior 7s

Dudley House winners.
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