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A Dream Came True for OSH Student

Year 12 student Jack Apperley turned disaster into a dream come true, when he fulfilled his dream to become a conductor.

Jack fractured both his ankles and three vertebrae in a fall from his attic bedroom in October 2010.

Whilst he was being treated in Russell’s Hall Hospital, Jack completed a request form from the Wishing Well charity asking to conduct a performance of Handel’s Zadok the Priest at the Royal Albert Hall.

Mum, Wendy, Assistant Director of Sixth Form at OSH, then got a telephone call from Steve Ford, the charity’s organiser, who said that Jack wouldn’t be conducting at the Royal Albert Hall, but had ‘fixed it’ for the Birmingham Conservatoire – a 125-year-old music college which forms part of Birmingham City University.  

Jack, who sings and plays piano and viola, is currently studying A Levels at OSH and also attends the Conservatoire at the weekends.

His story has caught the attention of the local press and he has been featured on Midlands Today and in the Stourbridge News and Birmingham Post.

Read all about Jack’s extraordinary day below:

“An Incredible Experience”

 By Jack Apperley

Year 12 Dudley House

During an ordinary day in July, my Mum received a telephone call from Steve Ford of Russell’s Hall Hospital Wishing Well charity who told her that when I’d stayed in hospital last October, I’d made a wish to conduct Zadok the Priest at the Royal Albert Hall, preferably at the Proms.  Steve told her I was to be given an opportunity to conduct Zadok, not at the Royal Albert Hall but at Birmingham Conservatoire! Thus started the build up to what has been an incredible experience.

Until early September, I was not aware precisely who I was to conduct or where, but throughout the Summer I rehearsed and rehearsed using my own full Orchestral and Vocal Score, looking forward to when I could rehearse with the whole choir, however many voices might be involved.

Many emails and calls from the Press Office of Birmingham City University made the programme clearer.  Each year Chi Hoe Mak of Birmingham Conservatoire runs a Fresher’s Week project during which around 80 music undergraduates put together a choral programme culminating in a performance.  They were to have just three rehearsals before the public performance on the afternoon of Friday 23 September.  Of the 80 voices, only five had sung in a choir before.  The others could read music, but had no real vocal experience and they didn’t know each other, or me!

I was able to participate in rehearsals. Watching Chi Hoe Mak, Conservatoire Chorus Master, put the choir through their paces with Bernstein’s “Warm Up”, Tallis’ “If Ye Love Me” and a selection of African tribal anthems helped me understand the ability and enthusiasm of the students.  Rehearsals were intense, as we were working to a tight schedule.  Throughout the week, I felt very excited but also very tired, as I tried hard to keep on top of my studies here at OSH, having only just joined the Sixth Form as a day student.   

Eventually, I took charge of rehearsing the choir.  Zadok has an immense introduction.  I told the choir I wanted to feel a sense of the ocean receding from a shore just before a tidal wave; that the sound I wanted from them with opening notes was like the effect of a huge tsunami, which would sweep the listening audience from their feet.  A gentle ripple of laughter ran through the choir: I think they knew what I meant. 

Closer to the big day, I was told that BBC Midlands Today and Central TV would be attending the Conservatoire  throughout Friday afternoon to interview and film me conducting.  The Birmingham Post photographer also attended and I had already given the Stourbridge News an interview.  My telephone and my Mum’s seemed never to stop ringing during the Thursday and Friday - a taste of what it’s like to be the centre of Press attention for a day! Despite this, I was concentrating on what I was to do that afternoon.

The concert arrived. I had been invited to join the Choir to sing the first pieces and I was pleased with how we sounded as a whole.  We performed the African pieces in which you cannot resist moving your whole body in time with the rhythm. The applause died down and Chi Hoe Mak introduced me.  I walked to the front and paused. The Adrian Boult Hall was completely silent.

The introduction to Zadok is a long build up of arpeggios and the listener cannot help feeling their breathing and emotion swell as the first notes get nearer.  I put my hands behind my back and stood absolutely still, my mind clear of everything except that it was now my responsibility to bring the 
voices in front of me together and produce an overwhelmingly perfect sound and volume.  When the moment came it was amazing.  The piece moved along just as I wished.  I felt in complete control.  The voices were mine for those five minutes.  It seemed like ages, but I brought the piece to its end.  There was silence and then applause and smiles from everyone.  The audience loved it. The Choir clearly enjoyed their performance and although they were relieved Fresher’s Week was over they had much to feel proud of.

With the edited version of the report broadcast on BBC Midlands Today, my family and friends were thrilled, but for me, it’s more about the feeling of live music being performed.  The whole experience was just fantastic.  I’ve always wanted to conduct.  I want to study music at university and hope I can specialise in conducting. I thank Steve Ford of Russell’s Hall Hospital Wishing Well charity for arranging for my wish to come true and I thank Birmingham Conservatoire for allowing me to take on the challenge.  The contract of the CBSO’s principle guest Conductor comes to an end in the next two years…..

