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Students and Teddies Off On an Adventure!

Students from Old Swinford Hospital will be delivering suitcases full of knitted soft toys to children in local orphanages and schools in the Nandere area of Uganda.

The trip takes place during ‘Adventure Week’ at the end of the summer term, after all the hard work of examinations.  The group of 15 students and two teachers will be visiting St John’s School, Nandere, where Old Swinford Hospital has had a link since 2002.  They will have the opportunity to join local pupils for lessons and get to know the pupils who are sponsored by Old Swinford Hospital.  English Teacher Miss Rhiannon Platt co-ordinates the sponsorship and there are currently 50 Ugandan pupils being helped with their education through funds donated by parents of current and former students.

Over £1,500 has been raised by students and staff throughout the academic year and will be used by OSH students to carry out some much needed refurbishment projects at St John’s.  This may include repainting classrooms and accommodation blocks or even building a pig sty!

Organiser of the trip, Mr Carl Bingham said “It is such a valuable experience for both our Old Swinford Hospital students and pupils at St John’s.  We are looking forward to meeting the sponsored pupils and learning about the reality of how people live in Uganda.  St John’s has a great interest in learning about western culture, in particular Britain.”

No trip to Uganda would be complete without exploring the spectacular countryside and Old Swinford students will take in a three day safari in Queen Elizabeth National Park, trek across the equator and go white water rafting.

The teddies and puppets, together with jumpers and blankets, have all been donated by the charity ‘Teddies for Charities’.  Since the charity’s inception in 1985, hundreds of thousands of teddies have been knitted and given to charities and volunteers worldwide to bring a smile to children.
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Front Row L-R:  Evangeline Tyson-Sell, Jake Seed, Elliot Rollason, Tobias Barrett, Mrs Chris Doncaster (Worcestershire Branch Organiser Teddies for Tragedies)
Back Row: L-R:  Mr Carl Bingham, James Cashmore, Thomas Hill, Huw Taylor, Dominic Luxton, Miss Rhiannon Platt

