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Rotary International Young Writer Competition

A special presentation took place today at Old Swinford Hospital to the winning entrants of the Rotary International Young Writer Competition at club level.

Awarding the prizes was former Stourbridge Librarian and well known local historian David Hickman, who judged the competition and drew up a shortlist of seven Year 9 students to receive a prize or be highly commended.  All 40 entrants will receive a certificate.  The entries were judged on the use of language, vocabulary, consistency of subject/story, interest and the ability to complete work in the required number of words.

David Hickman said:  “The Panel enjoyed reading the entries. The standard was very high and there were good ideas with memorable images and phrases”.

The competition provides an opportunity for Rotary to encourage excellence in writing among children in their local community and provides a mechanism for young people to participate, using their writing skills, imagination and creativity.

Entrants were invited in either prose or poetry on the theme of “Community Spirit”, with each student choosing their own topic within this theme to work on.  A maximum of 800 words was set for prose and 400 for poetry.

Starting with club level competitions, winners progress to district events and, ultimately, a national final, which will be judged in May 2011, with the winning work subsequently published in Rotary magazines. 
Commenting on the competition Mrs Elaine Gill English Teacher at OSH said “We have some very talented boys at OSH, who embraced the subject and came up with some very original work, some of which were based on their own experiences”.

Pupils at Old Swinford Hospital who have either won a prize or have been highly commended:

Matthew Eden

poetry 

1st Prize

George Hadfield 
prose

1st Prize

James Cross

poetry 

2nd Prize

Evan Rogers

prose

2nd Prize

Bradley Bush

poetry

Highly Commended

Harry Murdoch
poetry

Highly Commended

Joseph Abbott

prose

Highly Commended

Pic shows from left to right:  Bradley Bush, Joseph Abbott, Harry Murdoch, David Hickman, George Hadfield,                                   Matthew Eden, Chris Fonteyn, Evan Rogers, James Cross, John Silcox.
